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Dear partners in Christ’s mission, 
 Jean and I are so deeply grateful for your continued 

personal interest, prayers, and financial support of this min-

istry. This is your ministry as much as it is ours, and we 

could not do this without your help. As our motto says, we 

exist to “form gifted leaders for greater service.” We exist 

to serve our students — and you help us to help them. 

 There are now over 400 mission agencies in Latin 

America, sending over 6000 full-time cross-cultural mis-

sionaries around the world, both in-country and internation-

ally. The stories of the 4 missionary couples on page 2 of 

this newsletter are representative of what the Holy Spirit is doing in mission in Lat-

in America today. What a privilege and joy it is to partner with the churches, mis-

sion agencies, and leaders throughout the continent who are involved in announc-

ing in word and deed, to all humanity, everywhere in the world. the coming of the 

Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ.  

 In August, Chuck and other faculty were involved in intensive courses held in 

Londrina, Brazil. Chuck stayed for an extra week to teach a D. Min. course in 

Church Multiplication with 65 pastors from ten different Brazilian denominations.  

 In September, Chuck underwent hip-replacement surgery and October was 

devoted to physical therapy and recuperation. Chuck can walk over a mile now, and 

is enjoying being pain-free in that hip. The LACM Board of Directors met in Octo-

ber and the Academic Council met in November. 

 Please keep us in your prayers! Giving for 2013 has been slow. If the Lord 

leads you, would you consider sending us a special gift for this ministry?  And keep 

praying for us! We love you and thank God for you. — Chuck and Jean Van Engen 

  Websites: www.lacmin.org  /  www.prodola.org 

PRAISE THE LORD FOR A SECOND 
PRINTING! 

We are so pleased to announce that the 
publisher in Argentina has chosen to do a second 
printing of LA IGLESIA LATINOAMERICANA: 
SU VIDA Y SU MISIÓN (The Latin American 
Church: Its Life and its Mission). In each 
chapter, one of our professors shares his or her 
thinking and scholarship. The book is being 
distributed all over Latin America to help folks 
know better what this doctoral program is all 
about. With authors who live everywhere in Latin 
America, the book represents the entire 
continent. Please contact us if you are interested 
in obtaining a copy. Cost: $10.00 each. 

“The monastic rhythm of prayer and work establishes a routine that monasteries have followed for centuries….God calls his people 
to two principle duties —prayer and work. Prayer draws us to God, work sends us into the world. Prayer centers and quiets us; 
work energizes us. Prayer restores us to God, work allows us to participate in God’s restoration of the world. Jesus himself 
followed this rhythm: he withdrew into the wilderness to pray, and then returned to the world to preach the good news, heal the 
sick, cast out demons, confront injustice, and eventually suffer and die for the sins of the world.” — Gerald Sittser. Water from a Deep 
Well: Christian Spirituality from Early Martyrs to Modern Missionaries. 2007, 114. 

“We always thank God for all of you, 
mentioning you in our prayers. We 
continually remember before our 

God and Father your work produced 
by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired 
by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

—  I Thess. 1:2-3 NIV 

Please PRAY 
Dec. 11-13: Chuck attends the UNELA 

graduation exercises in Costa Rica. as 
the Commencement speaker. Our first 
Costa Rican graduate, Enrique Brenes, 
will graduate with his Ph.D. degree 
recognized in Costa Rica. 

Dec 26-Jan. 4: Chuck and Jean travel to 
Ohio and Michigan to be with family.  

Feb. 3-14: A new group of LADPT 
students (Generation 2014) will begin 
their doctoral studies with their first 
two intensive courses in San José, 
Costa Rica. 

March 8: Meeting of the LACM Board of 
Directors in Pasadena, California 

March 30: Chuck preaches at First 
Reformed, Holland, Michigan. 

Forming gifted leaders for 
greater service — Eph. 4:12 
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       Latin American Christian Ministries Finances: 
Income: 2012 Audited Actuals   Jan-Nov, 2013 
    contributions     $139,931   $109,202 
    tuition (actual)    $153,840   $119,150 
    other income    $    6,184     $    4,742 

TOTALS $299,955   $233,094 
Expenses:  
    total program expenses   $296,390   $235,651  
    administrative expenses  $  64,488     $  32,422   
     TOTALS  $360,878   $268,073  

 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts….And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him….Devote yourselves to 

prayer, being watchful and thankful.” Col. 3:15-17, 4:2  NIV 

 

Elizabeth Giron (born in Chile) and Jorge Giron (born in Guatemala) are with the Church of 

God, Cleveland. They have recently moved from Cleveland, Tennessee, to São Paulo, Brazil, where 

Jorge is the district superintendent for their church for southern Brazil. They are heavily involved in 

ministry to immigrant Bolivians who are often jobless, homeless, and in great need. Jorge is writing 

the history of his missionary family who began one of the largest Mayan Pentecostal churches in Gua-

temala. Elizabeth is researching the needs of women in Latin American cross-cultural missions. 

María Silvina Kosacki and Javier Kosacki were also both born and raised in Argentina. Javier 

was a lawyer in Argentina before the Lord called them to plant new churches for the Four Square 

Church in southern California. Both M.Div. graduates of Fuller, they are presently serving 2 United 

Methodist Hispanic/Latino congregations in Ontario, California. Silvina is a member of the Execu-

tive Committee of the Latin American Theological Fraternity. She is researching the impact of the 

Four Square Bible School and seminary on the denomination in southern California. Javier is inves-

tigating the history and dynamics of the Hispanic/Latino churches in relation to the English-

speaking congregations in the Four Square church in southern California. 

Eva Morales de Castillo and Juan Castillo are Peruvian missionaries in Bolivia, serving among 

the poor in Cochabamba in projects of development and community-organization. Before going to 

Bolivia, Juan and Eva were  involved in university ministries in Peru. Eva is investigating the imag-

es of God of Bolivian women who have suffered family violence, seeking to find those images that 

may contribute to their resilience and healing. Juan is researching the models of mission prevalent 

and influential in the mission practice of their mission agency called “Peace and Hope.” 

Monica Mastronardi de Fernandez and Rubén Fernandez were both born in Argentina. The 

Lord called them to be Nazarene missionaries to Costa Rica. Rubén is the President and Monica is 

the Academic Dean of the Church of the Nazarene Seminary in San José. They also have major 

responsibility in their denomination’s Mexico-Central America district. In his doctoral program, 

Rubén is researching the role of the superintendent in the Church of the Nazarene, and Monica is 

investigating the role of the senior pastors of large Nazarene churches in developing the gifts and 

ministries of the members of their churches. 

PRESENTING FOUR MISSIONARY COUPLES STUDYING IN THE LADPT 
Among our nearly 100 doctoral students are 4 couples with both wife and husband studying in the program. Interestingly all 4 

couples are Latin American cross-cultural missionaries, in ministry in countries other than their own.  The  joy  of  doing this 

together as a couple is wonderful. But the challenges of time, finances, ministry, and family are huge. Please pray for them.  
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Note: Your gifts and contributions go directly to fund 
the doctoral program itself.  

Donations must be postmarked Dec 31  to  be  
applied to 2013. 
E-MAIL NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE:  

If you wish to receive our newsletter by email, write us at 

cvanengen@lacmin.org.  


