
Dear partners in Christ’s mission, 
   It is hard to believe that 
another year has gone 
by — and that we have 
been involved in this min-
istry for a dozen years 
now! God has been so 
good! 

   We believe in partnership — none of us does 
Christian ministry alone. The Church does minis-

try. So this is as much your ministry as it is ours.  
   We are at the point now when we need to broad-
en, deepen, and strengthen our institutional capac-
ity in order to transform a start-up enterprise into a 
permanent, long-term, sustainable organization. Doctoral studies are long-
term. For example, the group of students who began their studies in the 
LADPT this past February will graduate, the Lord willing, in 2017 or 2018. 
   So we will need to invite new board members, involve new faculty, expand 
our organizational infrastructure, broaden the Latin American and North 
American participation in this project, and increase our funding base. Our 
dream is to create an endowment fund of at least 15 million dollars during the 
next 6 years. 
   You are our partners in this venture, so we share our vision and dreams 
with you. Will you pray with us about this?  Any advice you might have for us 
would also be most welcome.  
   Thank you again for all your prayers! We need them. We are behind in 
our projected income in gifts and contributions, compared to last year. Please 
pray for continued and expanded financial support for the program. If you, 
your church, Bible study group, or small group would like to take us on as a 
project in the next several months, we would welcome that — and we would 
be happy to come to visit you and/or provide any infor-
mation or communication you might want from us. Please 
keep us in your prayers! 
                                       — Chuck and Jean Van Engen 
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Please PRAY: Our  Schedule 
Dec. 27-Jan 4 — Amy and Mike Spivey, son 

Daniel, twins Clarissa and Dirk, and 
Mike’s parents (Linda and Zack Spivey) 
will be visiting us in Glendora! A real 
joy! 

January — Chuck works with Dr. Paul 
Bergsma to design a new course in 
Missiological Integration for the LADPT, 
to begin in February. 

Jan 19 — Chuck attends the RCA Discovery 
Event in Los Angeles 

Jan. 21-23 — Chuck attends the RCA Global 
Mission Consultation in Phoenix, AZ 

Feb. 2-16 — Chuck and Jean in Yucatan, 
Mexico for a session of intensive courses 
of the LADPT. 

March 9 — Latin American Christian 
Ministries Board of Directors meeting 

March 18-22 — Chuck prepares to teach 4 
courses for Fuller: April through June. 

“The connection between the prayer life and the (Holy) 
Spirit life is close and indissoluble. Not only do we 
receive the (Holy) Spirit through prayer, but the Spirit 
life requires, as an indispensable thing, a continuous 
prayer life. I can be led continually by the (Holy) Spirit 
only as I continually give myself to prayer.”  
       — Andrew Murray, The Believer’s Prayer Life, 49. 

“I thank my God every time I remember 
you….I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now, being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.”  Phil. 1:3-6 NIV 

Chuck & Jean Van Engen  

Note: Your gifts and contributions go directly to 
funding the doctoral program itself. Please re-
member that 2012 gifts must be post-marked no 
later than Dec. 31, 2012. 
E-MAIL NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE: If you wish to 

receive our newsletter by email, write us at 

cvanengen@lacmin.org.  

PRAISE GOD FOR PUBLICATIONS!   
We praise God for Pablo and Norma Deiros. They joined us in founding 

the Latin American Doctoral Program in Theology in 2000. What a joy 

to partner with Pablo and Norma in the LADPT. Pablo did his Ph.D. in 

church history at Southwestern Baptist Seminary in Texas. He pastored 

the Central Baptist Church in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He has been on 

the faculty at Fuller for over 15 years. He recently retired as the Presi-

dent of the International Baptist Seminary in Buenos Aires, the largest 

denominational seminary in South America. Norma is a school teacher 

(English) and a professional translator. Pablo is among the top 3 or 4 

world experts in the history of the church 

and mission in Latin America. We rejoice 

with Pablo in 

the digital pub-

lication of a 4-

volume History 

of the Church 

in Latin Ameri-

ca (DVD cover 

pictured at 

right). Pablo and Norma Deiros  
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OUR New Global Partnerships 
Free University of Amsterdam — We are pleased to announce that in September we signed 

an agreement with the Faculty of Theology of the Free University of Amsterdam (VU) so that 
selected LADPT students can be accepted as doctoral students of the VU (See photo to the 
right). In mid-November, Christian Giordano became the first of our stu-
dents to be accepted by the VU under this new agreement. Christian 
Giordano was born in France and now lives in Spain, where he serves 
with MPI, a missionary training agency. He is coordinator and teacher in 
the Ibo-American Institute of Theological Studies in Granada. Christian 
and his wife, Charro,  maintain a hostel for homeless Muslim-background 
young men in Spain. Christian is researching the relationship between 
Christian development projects and the birth of new 
churches, focusing on Latin American missionary ef-

 

“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on 

the lowliness of his servant. Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed.’”            —  Lk. 1:46-48 NRSV 

PRAY  FOR  OUR  STUDENTS  IN  BRAZIL  AND  MEXICO.  

Elizabeth Primo Berbel and her husband lead a large mega-church in Marilia, Bra-

zil. Elizabeth is the director of their church’s Center for Training Missionaries for 

the Nations. She was a member of Brazil’s Olympic basketball team and has been 

instrumental in the organization of Christian Athletes in Brazil, now composed of 

over 1000 members. Their church has sponsored 13 new church starts in Brazil, 1 in 

Paraguay, 5 in Peru and 1 in Japan. Elisabeth has faced traumatic situations: first a 

bout with cancer, then a bicycle accident that put her in a 3-week coma. She credits 

her recovery to prayer support from her church, people in her city and the LADPT prayer network. She is re-

searching the involvement and mobilization of adolescents in world evangelization and local/global mission.  
 

Paulo Duarte de Oliveira serves in the Brazilian division of Wycliffe Bible Translators. He and his 

wife, Quézia, lived 17 years in the Tembe tribe, translating the New Testament. They now live in 

Brasilia where Paulo directs translator training. He is also involved in the leadership of the Evangeli-

cal Mission to the Indians of Brazil, with a focus on leadership training. Paulo is investigating the 

factors involved in the use and non-use of mother tongue Bible translations in the tribal groups.  
 

Amós Cahuich Yam  — In February 2013 our intensive courses will be held in Merida, Yucatan, 

hosted by Amos. He is Mexican of Mayan descent, and serves as President of the St. Paul Presbyteri-

an Theological Seminary in Mérida. He also pastors a new congregation in Campeche that he helped 

to found and is active in the missionary outreach of his denomination. Amós is researching a missio-

logical approach to children’s education as a means of social change in the community.  

Chuck with Dr. Wim Janse, Dean of 
the Faculty of Theology and Vice-

Rector of the VU  

Sometimes we are asked why 

we are  devoting ourselves to 

this ministry. Our first answer is 

because we are convinced the 

Holy Spirit has called us to con-

tribute to the formation of a new 

generation of church and mis-

sion leaders for Latin America.  

Our second answer is the expo-

nential nature of leadership: it 

multiplies itself. Leaders form leaders who form leaders. Throughout the 

Bible there is a clear pattern: leaders are to be selected, called, formed, 

and mobilized in preparation for the work of the Holy Spirit in mission. 

If we want to see a new day in church, mission, and society, we form a 

new generation of leaders. In the graph above, we have used conservative 

numbers. Each of our doctoral students mentors more than 100 students 

who each pastor more than 200 church members. Conservatively, we 

believe the LADPT is directly impacting over 1.8 million people in Latin 

America. A small effort yields large results. Praise God!  

Paulo Oliveira (left) and Amós 

Cahuich (center), pictured 

here with Dr. Nancy Thomas, 

a member of our faculty.  

 

Christian Giordano (left)  

University of the Free State,  
Bloemfontein, South Africa   

In September, I spent a 
week with Dr. Pieter Ver-
ster at the University of 
the Free State in Bloem-
fontein (UFSB), South 
Africa. Founded in 1904, 
today the UFSB has over 
30,000 students. I was 
warmly received and 
gave a number of lec-
tures to the faculty, stu-
dents, and groups of 

pastors. In November, I signed a partnership agree-
ment with the Faculty of Theology of UFSB so that 
selected students in our program can be consid-
ered doctoral students of the UFSB and receive a 
government-accredited Ph.D. in Theology from 
them. We are so happy about this development!  

Dr. Fracois Tolmie, (left), Dean 
of the Faculty of Theology 

UFSB and Dr. Pieter Verster 

FORMING LEADERS IS IMPORTANT! 


